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LAND USE, GROWTH AND ORDERLY ANNEXATION

CHAPTER 6:

PARKS, PATHWAYS
AND OPEN SPACE
MONTICELLO 2040 VISION + PLAN
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I NT ROD UC TION
Park, trails, and open spaces are an important part of a well-planned community.
They provide spaces where the community can recreate, experience the outdoors,
connect with nature, enjoy wildlife, learn about local ecosystems, and gather
with family, neighbors, and friends. The foresight and vision of community
leaders, citizens, and dedicated staff throughout Monticello’s history has led to
an extensive park system anchored by the 1,500-acre Bertram Chain of Lakes
Regional Park in addition to many community and neighborhood parks, trails, and
open spaces.
Monticello’s location on the Mississippi River resulted in the early development
of riverfront parks and open spaces, including Ellison Park, East Bridge and West
Bridge Parks, and Montissippi Park. As the City grew across Interstate 94, focus on
park facilities shifted away from the riverfront, and to parks created as part of new
neighborhoods. The resulting landscape and locations of the Mississippi River,
Montissippi Park, Bertram Chain of Lakes Park, other parks and open lands to the
east and south create an “open space frame” around Monticello.
Monticello’s parks host a range of recreational facilities, including sports fields,
a mountain bike park, children’s play areas, a dog park, tennis and basketball
courts, walking and biking paths and trails, wildlife viewing, natural areas, and
views and picnic areas along the Mississippi River. The Monticello Community
Center is one of the most used facilities of the park system. It was built in 2000 by
a partnership with the Army National Guard. This facility provides both indoor and
outdoor recreation opportunities, including an indoor pool and water park, rock
climbing wall, gymnasium, track, and fitness facility, among other amenities. It also
houses the Senior Center, meeting space, and has numerous events and activities
throughout the year, such as farmers markets.

With this in mind, the goals and policies of this chapter seek to implement the
priorities for Parks, Pathways and Open Space, which are to:
•

Complete the pathway and trail system throughout Monticello.

•

Strengthen and promote Monticello’s identity with the Mississippi River.

•

Develop a Parks and Pathway Master Plan that describes design and
development standards and guidelines for City park and pathway facilities.

•

Secure adequate long-term funding for maintenance and investment
in existing parks and pathways.

•

Complete the phased development of Regional Athletic Park at the Bertram
Chain of Lakes and promote its use and enjoyment.

This chapter will set the City’s policy framework for future park planning and
achieving these priorities consistent with the Comprehensive Plan Vision.

PARKS AND THE ARTS
The parks and pathway system in Monticello are interrelated with the public arts
and activities sponsored by the Monticello Arts Initiative, MontiArts. The park and
pathway system provides excellent locations throughout Monticello for temporary
and permanent public art displays and installations. It affords a park-like canvas
and setting for artists and others as a location to display public art and arts related
events, activities and promotions. Public art related policies are found in the
Community Character, Design and the Arts Chapter.

PARK AND PATHWAY PRIORITIES

The Comprehensive Plan community engagement process and community
surveys found that the quantity and character of Monticello’s parks and open
space are highly valued by residents, and the parks and trail system is one of the
best features of living in Monticello. The community engagement process also
reaffirmed the high value that Monticello residents place on the Mississippi River
and the community’s natural open space areas.
Downtown Public Art, Source: City of Monticello
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SUSTAINABILITY AND PUBLIC HEALTH IN PARK OPERATIONS
In addition to their recreational value, Monticello’s parks, pathways and recreation
areas provide many environmental and public health benefits to the community.
The trail network offers unlimited recreation value. The parks and sports fields
promote team sports and provide endless opportunities for exercise, informal play
and recreation. With their tree cover and landscaping, parks and natural areas
provide bird and wildlife habitat, help reduce the urban “heat island” effect in
parking and paved areas and help reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
absorbing carbon.
However, maintaining a city-wide park system also has environmental impacts.
Park landscaping requires large amounts of water, pesticides are sometimes used,
vehicles and landscape maintenance equipment emit greenhouse gases, and
impermeable parking and play surfaces can result in stormwater and pollutant
runoff into local waterways. By “greening” its park operations, Monticello can
make significant progress towards its sustainability goals. This plan provides
strategies the City of Monticello can use to promote safe, healthy, and sustainable
park operations.

CHALLENGES MOVING FORWARD

•

Strategy – Identify and secure dedicated funding sources for park
maintenance and creation of a long-term maintenance plan for
Monticello parks.
•

Lack of Active Recreation Fields – There is a general concern from the
community regarding the lack of sports fields available city-wide. Sports
and recreational leagues share recreation fields throughout the City. These
fields need large areas, as well as other locations for parking and accessory
facilities. There is also an opportunity to collaborate with the Monticello
School District on field space and availability.
Strategy – Complete the phased development of Bertram Chain of Lakes
Regional Athletic Park based on a needs assessment and analysis.
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Land Acquisition - It is challenging and expensive to acquire land suitable for
future park and pathway uses. Monticello will seek opportunities to acquire
parkland and will also rely on developer dedications for new neighborhood
parks and pathways as new residential neighborhoods are developed.
Strategy – Continue requiring park dedications and fees for land
acquisition. Consider regular evaluations of the park dedication fee
structure to ensure that fee estimates match long term park acquisition and
development costs.

•

As mentioned, the community engagement process found that Monticello parks
and open space are highly valued by residents, and is one of the best features
about Monticello. However, this process and resulting research and analysis have
also uncovered some challenges moving forward. The Implementation Chapter
provides more detail on these challenges and strategies to address them.
•

Aging Infrastructure - Many of the City’s parks are aging, and equipment
and facilities require increased maintenance requiring adequate
and dedicated funding. Park grants are an option to help fund these
improvements.

Demand and User Needs – Monticello’s anticipated population growth will
increase demand for parkland. As the city’s demographics change over time,
the types of parks and recreational facilities the community desires may also
change. The City should continue to survey residents regarding park facilities
and future needs.
Strategy – Prepare a Parks and Pathways Master Plan and include a robust
public participation plan and needs assessment as part of the process.

•

Connectivity of Pathway System – The City’s pathway system is incomplete.
Completing connections between neighborhoods, across transportation
barriers and completing safety enhancements throughout the pathway
system is a priority.
Strategy – Regularly update and implement the Pathway Connections Plan
and develop linear parks as opportunities arise.
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RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER CHAPTERS AND PLANS

This Chapter and Implementation Chapter provide the goal and policy approach
to achieve the vision for a complete, robust, and actively used park and pathway
system throughout Monticello. It is also internally consistent with other chapters
of the Plan, the Land Use chapter in particular through the designation of park
and open space land. It is also consistent with the policies and strategies in the
Mobility and Connectivity Chapter in terms of providing a complete and connected
pathway and trail system throughout Monticello. Together, these chapters will
help achieve the Vision for Monticello as ”…a Mississippi River town known for its
schools, parks, biking and walking trails….”
2011 Parks and Pathways System Plan
The City adopted a Parks and Pathways System Plan in 2011 and incorporated
it into the 2008 Comprehensive Plan. This Chapter replaces the prior Parks and
Pathways System Plan. This Chapter also recommends the development of a Park
and Pathway Master Plan which can provide more specific information related to
City park operations, facilities, and development and design standards.
Downtown Small Area Plan
This Chapter also reinforces and is consistent with the Open Space and Parks
Framework identified in the Downtown Small Area Plan. This Framework makes
the following primary recommendations for the Downtown:
•

Improve Riverfront Parks to accommodate more programming and events.

•

Redesign Walnut Street and River Street to allow for park extension
during events.

•

Convert vacant lots on Broadway to small pocket parks.

•

Utilize River islands for additional natural park space.

•

Create pedestrian refuges or enhanced building entryways on the corners of
blocks along Pine Street.

•

Develop Walnut Street as a linear park, in accordance with the Walnut
Street Corridor Plan.

•
Downtown area improvements will have their own unique character. New
park spaces can be classified as neighborhood parks in scale and character of
downtown plazas and squares. This will help achieve the Vision of the Downtown
Small Area Plan and Comprehensive Plan for a strong and vibrant Downtown.
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Pathway Connections Plan
The City maintains an official Pathway Connections Plan. This map is updated
regularly and identifies and prioritizes specific locations for future trail and
sidewalk improvements. It also provides more detail on specific improvements,
such as crossing improvements, ADA compliance, or other pathway
enhancements.

CITY PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS
As of August 2020, the City operates 32 parks, providing a wide range of
recreation facilities to the community. The current total park acreage in the City
is approximately 307 acres, not including Bertram Lakes. Based on the City’s
population, this provides approximately 22 acres of parkland per 1,000 people in
Monticello. Park acreage is currently sufficient to serve the City’s population and
new parks will be added as new neighborhoods develop ensuring Monticello will
be well served in the future.
Monticello has acquired and developed its current park inventory primarily from
1980 until now. Prior to this, the older neighborhoods and riverfront parks in
Monticello had been established but the lands to the south across Interstate
94 were the new frontier. After 1980, new residential neighborhoods featured
large lots, curvilinear streets, cul-de-sacs, intended for families with reliance on
the automobile. New neighborhood parks accompanied this development to
accommodate new recreation and open space demand.
Monticello’s population is projected to increase incrementally over the coming
years. Changes in land use and transportation will also affect demand for
municipal parks. Due to the City and community’s desire to provide a range of
housing types over the coming decades, more residents could have limited yard
space attached to their homes and will likely depend on the City’s park system
for contact with nature, recreation and the outdoors. In addition, as mobility
options change with efforts to diversify the modes of transportation, residents
are likely to seek recreation close to home and to utilize safe and accessible
walking and cycling paths. As Monticello develops and grows, it will become
increasingly challenging for the City to secure and purchase land for community
and neighborhood parks and trails, which makes long term planning critical to the
continued success of the park system.
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PARKS, PATHWAYS AND OPEN SPACE MAP
EXHIBIT 6.1
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PARK INV ENTORY
AND CLASSIFICATION

REGIONAL PARKS

The City of Monticello classifies parks in six (6) different classifications, mainly by
size and function:
•

Regional Parks

•

Community Parks

•

Neighborhood Parks

The largest parks in Monticello are Regional Parks. These parks attract users
from a wide geographic area beyond Monticello’s boundaries. Regional parks
are usually larger in size, and/or have specific elements not found in Monticello’s
community and neighborhood parks, such as large natural open space areas,
passive areas and boat facilities. Regional entities and park districts typically
operate regional parks.

•

Linear Parks

Monticello has two regional parks and two regional trails:

•

Special Use Facilities

1.

Bertram Lakes Regional Park

•

Pathways

2.

Montissippi Park

3.

Great River Regional Trail and Trailhead

4.

Mississippi River Trail

In addition to these regional facilities, Lake Maria State Park is located six miles
west of Monticello. This park, about 1,580 acres in size, is mostly preserved as
natural open space. It is located just north of County Highway 39 in western Wright
County. The primary access to this park is directed from Interstate 94
which provides Monticello potential economic activity from park visitors.

Bridge Park East Park
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Otter Creek Park, Source: City of Monticello
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PARK CLASSIFICATIONS MAP
EXHIBIT 6.2
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Montissippi Regional Park
Montissippi Park is a 170-acre county park facility located within the boundaries
of the City of Monticello and operated by Wright County. Montissippi Park is an
important resource for the Monticello community since it contains many natural
features, including oak woodlands, Montissippi Creek, and a large lowland
hardwood forest containing small wetlands. The park has several hundred feet of
frontage along the Mississippi River, including a boat launch and picnic grounds,
and provides a wide variety of passive recreational activities, including hiking, disc
golf and skiing trails. Due to its prime location, Montissippi is a heavily used park
by Monticello residents.

Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park
In the mid-2000s, the City and Wright County embarked on an effort to acquire
the former lands of the Greater Minneapolis YMCA located in northwest Wright
County. This large property, just to the west of the City, was used as a day camp
for more than 50 years. After many years of effort to secure the land, Bertram
Chain of Lakes Regional Park was established. The property is outside of the City
boundary and located in Monticello Township, although much of the park area lies
within the City’s Orderly Annexation Area. The park includes a large natural open
space area of four lakes, including Bertram, Long, Mud, and First Lakes, which
serve as the source of Otter Creek, flowing to the Mississippi River. A system
of trails connects all sections of the park property. Other amenities include a
swimming beach at the north end of Bertram Lake, a campground, and a number
of other informal camp structures.

Great River Regional Trail and Trailhead and Mississippi River Trail
Monticello, in partnership with Wright County and the cities of Clearwater and
Otsego, prepared a Master Plan for the proposed Great River Regional Trail.
The trail is envisioned as an off-road, paved, non-motorized destination trail for
walking, running, bicycling, and inline skating. The Trail will also provide visual and
physical connections to the Mississippi River where feasible and potential linkages
to the Mississippi River State water trail, providing a canoe/kayak and bicycle loop
route. Additional amenities and facilities along the trail may include campsites,
trailheads, a historical and cultural interpretive program, wayfinding signage, rest
stops, and connections to local destinations.

An athletic and recreation complex is planned for the northwest area of the park
which will provide Monticello with a regionally sized sports complex complete
with a range of athletic fields, parking lots and associated improvements based
on a community needs assessment. The incremental addition of these fields is
considered a top priority and will also provide economic development opportunity.
As a part of the Comprehensive Plan engagement process, further enhancement
of Bertram Lakes received broad support from residents and is the single most
commonly visited park in the region.

The Mississippi River Trail also travels through the Monticello. Minnesota’s
segment of the trail follows the river roughly 600 miles from its source at Itasca
State Park to the Iowa border. This trail is primarily a on-road bicycle route that
runs along County Road 39, Riverview Drive, and River Street.

YOUTH BASEBALL FIELD
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• Includes lighting
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• Paved for in-line hockey / basketball during summer
• Includes lighting

SUMMARY

• 11 Multi-Purpose Greens
• 4 Multi-Purpose Ballfields
• 4 Youth Baseball Fields
• 1 Baseball Field
• 2 Tennis Courts
• 1 Hockey Rink/Basketball Court
• 2 Play Areas
• 4 Concession / Restroom Buildings
• 1 including Warming House
• Parking for Approximately 1000 vehicles
• Paved Trail Loop System - Approximately 4.4 Miles

MASTER PLAN

PICNIC
SHELTER
AREA

DOUBLE MULTI-PURPOSE GREEN

100’
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Regional Parks in Monticello provide valuable opportunities moving forward.
The continued promotion and improvement of Bertram Chain of Lakes, and the
completion of the recreational complex at the park will provide a premiere regional
attraction, ease the demand on other Monticello recreational fields, and provide a
source of economic development for Monticello. The Great River Regional Trail and
implementation of a complete trail system throughout Monticello will also provide
a valuable community and regional resource. Montissippi Park and its excellent
location, trails, boat launch and Mississippi River access is always considered a
community asset.

EXISTING COUNTY PARK ROAD

Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park Master Plan, Source: City of Monticello

PARKS, PATHWAYS AND OPEN SPACE

REGIONAL PARK EXAMPLES
EXHIBIT 6.3

Regional Classification

Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park

Montissippi Park

Great River Regional Trail and Trailhead

9910 Briarwood Ave. NE, Monticello, MN 55362

2801 Broadway W, Monticello, MN 55362

Central Portion along Mississippi River

Visual
Example

Location

Operation

Key
Features

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Swimming Beach
Sports Complex
Parking
Playground
Hiking Trails
Four (4) Lakes
Amphitheater
Beach House (Restrooms)
Campground
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Public River Access
Bike/Hiking Trails
Canoe Campground
Disc Golf
Fishing
Picnic Areas
Playground
Sledding Hill

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Public River Access
Hiking/Bike Trail
Inline Skating
Campsites
Trailheads
Wayfinding
Restrooms
Connections to Local Destinations
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COMMUNITY PARKS

Community Parks Issue Summary

Community Parks are intended to serve a city-wide population. They are
characterized by their large size, sports fields, specific facilities or unique features
such as access to the Mississippi River. They commonly include parking lots to
serve the broader community and to complement sports fields or other attractions.
These facilities can also serve a dual role as a neighborhood park to those living
or working nearby. Other Monticello parks may be classified as Community Parks
due their size, facilities, or specific function in the community. Swan Park serves
a community park function but as the swan population, its habitat and feeding
evolves, Swan Park’s amenities may adapt and change as a community park
resource. The Monticello Community Center also serves as a community park
facility, in both its service area and its unique recreation elements. The Community
Center is included in this classification due to its valuable role in the City’s
recreation system.

•

Lack of Large Usable Community Park Space and Sports Fields –
Monticello’s community parks tend to be on the smaller side or lack sufficient
recreation areas. Some parks have environmental constraints, or sensitive
areas that limit their availability for team sports and active recreation. The
lack of large sports fields was confirmed as a key issue and need during the
community engagement process. Team sports are very popular in Monticello,
which has significantly increased demand for soccer and baseball fields, in
particular. The City is aware of this lack of sports fields and has responded by
the pursuing the recreation complex at Bertram Lakes as one way in which to
respond to this need.

•

Lack of Natural Areas in Community Parks - The limited area for usable park
space on potential community park sites has tended to eliminate natural
areas as a component of the City’s park inventory. Even in areas adjacent to
significant natural resources, such as the riverfront, very little natural space
is considered as parkland. The preservation of natural open space requires
a commitment to acquiring adequate property so active recreation does not
crowd out the natural areas. Community parks can serve this role if they are
large enough, in addition to providing close-at-hand, localized facilities for
the adjacent neighborhoods. However, a Natural Resource Management Plan
for park facilities as part of the Master Plan would provide guidance if the
City takes on natural open space areas as parkland.

•

Finding Adequate Future Sites - Moving forward with community park
acquisition and development, it will be important to identify spaces of
adequate acreage to meet the needs of recreation users, and which provide
a combination of active recreation and passive open space. The parks
identified for future planning within this chapter, including Hamlin Marsh and
Chelsea Commons, are intended to meet these needs.

Monticello has ten Community Parks:
1.

West Bridge Park

2.

East Bridge Park

3.

City Athletic Fields at Xcel

4.

Ellison Park

5.

Freeway Fields

6.

Pioneer Park

7.

River Mill Park and its popular sledding hill

8.

Swan Park

9.

Montiview Park and Mountain Bike Course

10. Monticello Community and Recreation Center

West Park, Source: City of Monticello
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Pioneer Park Trail, Source: City of Monticello
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COMMUNITY PARK EXAMPLES
EXHIBIT 6.4

Community Classification

Monticello Community and Recreation Center

West Bridge Park

Pioneer Park

505 Walnut St., Monticello, MN 55362

107 River St. E, Monticello, MN 55362

9165 Fallon Ave. NE, Monticello, MN 55362

Visual
Example

Location

Operation

Key
Features

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Climbing Wall
Gymnasium
Pool and Water Slide
Indoor Play Area
Drop-In Childcare
Fitness Center and Classes
Youth Programs
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basketball Court
Concession Stand and Picnic Facilities
Gazebo
Hockey/Skating Rink
Nature Trail
Playground
Rental Facilities and Restrooms
Fishing Pier and Canoe Launch

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gazebo
Natural Open Area and Wetlands
Nature Trail
Concession Stand and Picnic Facilities
Playground
Rental Facilities
Community Building with Restrooms
Volleyball
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NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
Neighborhood parks are located and equipped to serve local residents in the
residential neighborhoods within a one-half mile walking distance (refer to
Exhibit 8.6). This is considered reasonable walking distance for residents. Shorter
distances are ideal. Providing park sites equally distributed throughout Monticello
will help to shorten this distance.

Summary of Neighborhood Park Issues
•

Location and Accessibility - The primary issue for neighborhood parks is to
ensure adequate park land availability and accessibility within a reasonable
distance to all Monticello residential neighborhoods. The existing park
coverage in Exhibit 8.6 depicts the neighborhood park location coverage
areas, including several community parks that provide neighborhood service
levels from a half-mile radius. Very few residents live more than a one-half
mile to an existing park locations. Some parks are not as accessible due
to barriers such as the freeway and railroad right-of-way. New parks and
trail connections located in under served areas will be priorities, as well as
shortening the average distance between parks and neighborhoods. New
parks developed with new residential neighborhoods will also serve the City.

•

Long-Term Maintenance and Funding - Long term maintenance of park
facilities, and adequate funding for this maintenance is also an issue. The City
will need to identify a long-term funding source to ensure a dedicated funding
stream to maintain parks and park facilities. Examples include an assessment
district, bonds, grants and other financing mechanisms.

Monticello has 15 parks that serve this neighborhood-serving role exclusively.
In addition to these, regional and community parks can sometimes serve as
neighborhood level facilities when they are in close proximity to residential areas
and neighborhoods.
The Neighborhood Parks include the following:
1.

4th Street Park

2.

Balboul Park

3.

Battle Rapids Park

4.

Cardinal Hills Park and Tot Lot

5.

Country Club Park

6.

Featherstone Park

7.

Front Street Park

8.

Groveland Park

9.

Hillcrest Park

10. Hunters Crossing
11. Meadows Oak Park and Monti Paws Dog Park
12. Park West Park
13. Rolling Woods Parks
14. Sunset Ponds Park
15. Wildwoods Park

Monti Paws Dog Park and Trail, Source: City of Monticello
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NEIGHBORHOOD PARK EXAMPLES
EXHIBIT 6.5

Neighborhood Classification

4th Street Park

Hillcrest Park

Meadows Oak Park/Monti Paws Dog Park

506 4th St. E, Monticello, MN 55362

1706 W. River St., Monticello, MN 55362

803 Meadow Oak Dr., Monticello, MN 55362

Visual
Example

Location

Operation

Key
Features

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baseball/Softball
Basketball
Ice Skating/Hockey (Seasonal)
Pickleball
Picnic Area
Playground
Shelter/Gathering Space
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Baseball/Softball Field
Climbing Wall
Picnic Area
Playground
Broadway Path Connectivity
Seating Area/Benches

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monti Paws Dog Park
Basketball Court
Natural Open Area
Nature Trail
Picnic Area
Playground
Wetlands
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PARKS BUFFER (0.5 MILE) MAP
EXHIBIT 6.6
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LINEAR PARKS
Linear parks provide a recreational opportunity for walkers, runners, and bicyclists.
Cross country skiers can also use these parks in the winter. The purpose of linear
parks is to plan for and emphasize trail corridors throughout the City which serve
as park spaces. They typically include a paved path, with limited landscaping
and other amenities such as signage and benches at some locations. Linear
parks can be constructed along a streetscape or right-of-way, on former rail and
utility corridors, or other similar areas consistent with the City’s planned parks
and pathways system. In addition to their recreational benefits, linear parks also
provide a safe, convenient alternative to driving, and promote public health and
wellness. This is a new park category included in the 2020 Comprehensive Plan.
Monticello has four linear parks:
1.

Otter Creek Park – The location of Otter Creek near an oak savanna and
native prairie serves as a shaded rest area along the City’s Broadway Street
Pathway near its current western terminus.

2.

Walnut Street Corridor – The Walnut Street Corridor Concept Plan is a
streetscape and livability plan that focuses on connectivity, sociability
and sustainability. It is to be implemented incrementally as downtown
improvements occur along Walnut Street from the River to 6th Street.

3.

Broadway Pathway – The trail that follows the Broadway corridor
through the City. The Broadway Pathway is the city’s longest pathway and
connects to a number of city parks and points of interest including economic
centers, native planting areas and others.

4.

Great River Regional River Trail – Applied to trail portions located adjacent
to the River. Note this trail may overlap with other trails.

•

Consistent Design Standards – Design standards should be consistent,
and common standards applied to the same types of trails. The City should
develop pathway and trail design standards for all of its pathways and trails
as part of a new Parks and Pathways Master Plan.

•

Connections and System Gaps – Attention to completing connections
between trails and infilling system-wide gaps should be a priority. The
Pathway Connection Map provides a detailed evaluation of the connection
priorities and enhancements.

•

Property Acquisition and Improvement – Opportunities for land dedication,
utility easements, and park funding will be critical to the long-term success of
a complete linear park system in Monticello.

Linear Park Issues
•

Multi-Jurisdictional Approach – Linear parks sometimes include regional
facilities that are operated or managed by different jurisdictions. Ensuring a
level of cooperation and communication between entities will be critical to
maintaining and managing these parks over the long-term.
Otter Creek Park, Source: City of Monticello
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LINEAR PARK EXAMPLES
EXHIBIT 6.7

Linear Classification

Otter Creek Park

Walnut Street Corridor

Broadway Path

West Broadway Street

Walnut Street Corridor (Community Center
to the Mississippi River)

County Road 75 near the Meadow Oak
Neighborhood to the Great River Trailhead

Visual
Example

Location

Operation

Key
Features

•
•
•
•
•
•

Garden
Gazebo
Natural Open Area
Nature Trail
Rental Facilities
Wetland

MONTICELLO 2040 VISION + PLAN

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Access to Parks and Local Destinations
Gathering Spaces, Seating, and Shade
Enhanced Streetscape
Public Art and Community
Identity and Wayfinding
Free Little Libraries
Stormwater and Landscaping
Strolling Events and Activities

•
•
•
•
•

Hiking/Biking Trail
Access to Parks and Local Destinations
Wayfinding
Seating Areas/Benches
Downtown Access
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SPECIAL USE FACILITIES EXAMPLES

SPECIAL USE FACILITIES

EXHIBIT 6.8

Special use facilities are considered local private recreational facilities that
complement the public system, but are not necessarily provided, operated,
or managed by the City. In most cases, such facilities serve special or specific
recreational needs in the City. The school district may also provide such facilities
or operate as a joint use with another entity.

Special Use Facilities Classification

Private Recreation Facilities

Monticello Country Club Golf Course

Numerous private recreational, fitness, and sports facilities such as a golf course
and private club facilities are located throughout the Monticello. The City of
Monticello will continue to promote active recreation and create opportunities for
its residents to live active, healthy lifestyles.

Visual
Example

SCHOOL DISTRICT FACILITIES
The Monticello School District is a provider of athletic facilities for its own use but
are sometimes available to the general public when not needed by the school.
There is not a long-term formal arrangement regarding joint use of District
facilities, but it remains an option moving forward. The City and the School District
have previously cooperated in the development of the Moose Sherritt Ice Arena
attached to the Monticello Middle School and also with nature-based programming
and education in park facilities.

Location

1209 Golf Course Rd., Monticello, MN 55362

Moose Sherritt Ice Arena

Visual
Example

Location

800 Broadway St. E, Monticello, MN 55362

Monticello Schools Ball Fields, Source: City of Monticello
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CITY PATHWAYS AND TRAILS
Monticello’s pathway and trail system serve the broader community as
transportation routes, linear parks, and recreation resources. An extensive system
of pathways consisting of trails, sidewalks, and other pedestrian and bicycle
routes are located throughout the community. One of the City’s primary planning
goals is to have a complete and connected system of pathways, trails and
sidewalks designed in a consistent, safe, and welcoming manner.

•

Preservation of wildlife corridors.

•

Protection of existing water resources.

•

Potential to assist with stormwater management.

•

Ability to buffer residential neighborhoods from pathway users.

•

Provides adequate width for park facilities within the corridor, if needed.

The pathways are organized into four categories:

•

Provides adequate width for multiple use pathway development,
including pedestrian, bicycle, cross-country ski, and similar use.

•

•

•

Primary Pathways: Primary pathways run the length of the community from
east to west or north to south. Primary pathways include regional pathways,
as well as pathways along the major or minor arterial roadways of the
community. These pathways are part of the open space frame that connects
the larger community.
Secondary Pathways: These pathways serve to create connecting loops
and routes within and between primary pathway routes. These secondary
pathways often run along collector roadway routes within the City.
Secondary pathways provide important connections to destinations
within the community, including parks, schools ,and commercial and
employment centers.
Sidewalks and Minor Pathways: These routes provide neighborhood access
as a purely local route, whether a short walk or access to a neighborhood
park, school, or other area. They may also be a route to a larger primary or
secondary pathway route. A sidewalk is the most common minor pathway.
Occasionally, neighborhoods will rely on-street routes where sidewalk
construction is not practical for some reason. Short cul-de-sac streets
would be one example of these conditions. Signage and striping on-street
pedestrian routes and/or bike lanes is a strategy to provide a safer design
when warranted by vehicular traffic levels.

•

Greenways: A system of greenways is envisioned for Monticello as a series of
off-road trails with pathways. Where possible, a corridor width of at least 100
feet is generally recommended for greenways as they typically serve more
than one purpose, which include:
•

A greenway, which can comprise both public and private open space, can be
used with the linear park classification to provide an environmental corridor that
connects large community parks and open spaces to neighborhoods and schools.
Development is not encouraged within the greenway but could be reasonably
managed to ensure it is carefully integrated with the natural environment and
intended for passive recreational enjoyment. It would subject to other land use
controls depending on the type and ownership of the greeenway.
National and Regional Trails
As mentioned previously, two regional trails are part of Monticello’s primary
pathway system. These trails connect to a larger regional trail system.
Great River Trail – This trail is envisioned as an off-road, paved, non-motorized
destination trail for walking, running, bicycling, and inline skating. It will be
incorporated into existing and new trails along Monticello’s portion of Mississippi
River frontage.
Mississippi River Trail – A portion of the Mississippi River Trail also travels through
the Monticello. This trail is primarily a bicycle route that runs along existing City
streets including County Road 39, Riverview Drive and River Street and small
portions of trail through Monticello.
Exhibit 6.9 in this Chapter and Exhibit 4.4. in the Mobility and Connectivity Chapter
display the City’s existing and future pathways.

Preservation of valuable natural landscape features, including native and
pollinator plantings.

MONTICELLO 2040 VISION + PLAN

151

Pathway Issues Summary
•

Connectivity - The most critical issue for the City’s pathways is connectivity
throughout the City and to Bertram Regional Park, and ensuring the pathway
system is complete, connected, and safe. The routing, destinations and safety
controls are all components of the system that require completion.

•

Consistency in System – There is a need for more consistency in the trail
system in terms of design and responsibility. Design standards are needed to
guide construction style, maintenance responsibilities, signage and to help
with wayfinding when on the system.

•

Routing and Destinations - The trail system functions primarily as an
alternative transportation system following roadways almost exclusively. As
a result, many pathways are compromised by exposure to sun, wind, and
the lack of trees and other landscape treatments due to the need to meet
engineering standards for the roadway it follows.

•

Alternative Routing for Future Trails – Overhead power line easements
provide one potential option for alternative routes.

•

Lack of Wayfinding - Improving organization will allow users of the system
to navigate more easily and get to more destinations similar to the way in
which drivers progress from local street to collector street to arterial roadway
as they make their trips. A signage and wayfinding system can help address
some of these issues.

Montissippi Park Path, Source: City of Monticello
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Bertram Chains of Lakes Regional Park Trails, Source: City of Monticello

Sidewalk Along the Northern Side of Chelsea Road
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EXHIBIT 6.9
GREAT RIVER REGIONAL TRAIL (GRRT)

City of Monticello Boundary
Monticello Orderly Annexation Area (MOAA)
Monticello Township Boundary
Parcels
Railroad
Roadways
Water Bodies

94

Open Space and Resource Conservation
City Parks and Recreation
Existing Pathways (Off-Road)
Existing Pathways (On-Road)
Potential Pathways

MISSISSIPPI RIVER TRAIL (MRT)

Mountain Bike Pathways
Greenway Corridors
Trailhead
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PARK AND TRAIL ACQUISITION, MAINTENANCE
AND OPERATIONS
Most of Monticello’s parks and associated facilities were acquired and
constructed from the 1980’s. The park system’s infrastructure requires ongoing
maintenance and replacement. Funding for maintenance and rehabilitation
comes primarily from annual levy. In its capital improvement spending plans for
parks, the City prioritizes projects that can reduce maintenance costs.
As the park system ages, there will be an increased need to retrofit existing
facilities, as they will have aged beyond their useful life in the older parks.
As new parkland is developed and added to the City’s inventory, and as
more residents use the parks system, maintenance needs will continue to
increase. Park dedication fees can be used to replace some facilities and
infrastructure; however, these cannot be used for general maintenance and
operations. The City will need to secure other funding sources to underwrite
maintenance and operations for existing and future City parks. Such funding
sources may be limited, which will require the City to explore new financing
approaches, such as assessment districts, local sales tax and bond measures.
Broad public education and support will be critical in enacting any new
assessment district, community facilities district, or bond issue. Any measure must
incorporate extensive public input and involvement to gain support. This could be
pursued by the Park Master Plan. Other approaches include pursuing long-term
maintenance funding commitments for new park facilities from developers as new
residential neighborhoods occur. The City could also continue to design its new
parks in such a way to reduce long-term maintenance obligations.

FUTURE COMMUNITY PARK OPPORTUNITIES
Three potential community park locations, originally identified in the 2011 Parks
and Pathways Plan, are brought forward and recommended in this Plan, as well
as recognizing additional opportunities, such as Chelsea Commons, a proposed
community park location in the center of the city. These locations provide sufficient
size and potential amenities that will serve recreation needs in newly developing
areas as the City grows to the south and east.
These areas are general locations with the expectation that park land acquisition
and park layout and design will occur as a component of new subdivision
development. Park size, layout and dimensions will ultimately reflect the design
and layout of the subdivisions themselves.
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Hamlin Marsh Park and Trail
This area comprises the eastern-most extent of Monticello’s growth area,
encompassing a portion of the County Ditch 33 drainage area. Ditch 33 has a
history of flooding and has created an extensive wetland marsh in this area, even
backing up into land south of Interstate94. The 2008 Natural Resource Inventory
identified this area as a high-value environment including both forested and
wetland areas.
One of the features of this park location would be the opportunity to create a
trailhead location at the entry point to the greenway along County Highway 39.
This trailhead would provide an opportunity for visitors to park vehicles and
view information about Monticello’s park and pathway system as they plan their
travel. As a component of this project, the City is also cataloging historic sites
and information, and the trailhead provides a location for information about local
businesses and other points of interest.
Moving along the greenway, the pathway encounters the freeway at the south end
of the marsh. The Comprehensive Plan anticipates a freeway crossing as a longrange component of the greenway. There are options for either an overpass or an
underpass along the alignment of Haug Avenue to the west.
Without a freeway crossing, pathway continuity will depend on traveling to the
west to cross at County Highway 18, then following that route south toward the
north shore of Pelican Lake. A secondary pathway is anticipated to generally
follow Fenning Avenue, veering to the east as the path nears the lake to take
advantage of a woodland area north of County Highway 37.
Pelican Lake Community Park
Located at the southern edge of the MOAA, Pelican Lake is a large, shallow water
resource that provides waterfowl and fish habitat, and is actively managed for
increased waterfowl production in the future. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
has acquired a large property on the north shore of the lake, as well as other
acquisitions along the south. The State of Minnesota is working toward a project
that will reduce water levels to enhance the Lake’s waterfowl production. Hunting
will be a major activity in this area during migration periods.

PARKS, PATHWAYS AND OPEN SPACE

Chelsea Commons
Access to the land adjacent to the shore provides a significant opportunity to
establish a facility that capitalizes on views of thousands of acres of natural
resource land, along with areas that could eventually serve more active recreation
uses. Prairie restoration in portions of this park area, particularly on the higher
hills, could create an extensive environment reflecting pre-settlement land cover
rarely found today.
Edmonson Greenway
An existing wetland feature and natural area is located south of Monticello and
bisected by Edmonson Avenue. The community response during the 2008 Natural
Resource Inventory and Assessment (NRI/A) process led to the inclusion of this site
as a natural amenity to be incorporated into future park and pathway planning.
The variety of land cover and topography around this location provides a wide
range of recreation opportunities, including picnic locations, wildlife viewing,
and more active athletic recreational opportunities on land outside of the more
natural areas.

A community park is also planned to be developed concurrently with the new
Chelsea Commons mixed-use development located between Chelsea Road to the
north and School Boulevard to the south. The park is intended to serve as a central
park for the community and offer a space for events, programs and recreation.
The focus of the park will be a water feature amenity that also provides
stormwater retention and management for the surrounding properties. A
perimeter trail will surround the water feature and provides access to a variety
of public spaces suitable for solitary or small group use, or more active use and
larger groups. Community gardens and event space for markets and similar
activities is also planned.

The location of this site is also accessible from the rest of the community and
provides a greenway opportunity. From the south, Edmonson Avenue travels
between open space, residential, commercial, and industrial areas until its
northern terminus at Chelsea Road, a major east-west street that parallels
Interstate 94 and connects to both the State Highway 25 and Fenning Avenue
interchange areas.
East Bertram Study Area
The future development of the East Bertram Study Area has the potential to
result in new residential neighborhoods. Neighborhood park development would
coincide concurrently with these neighborhoods as new residential development
will be subject to the City’s park dedication and fee requirements. These parks
should be planned carefully to ensure they are located equidistant from all homes
in the neighborhood, include necessary facilities and reflect the character of the
area and nearby Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park.

CHELSEA COMMONS COMMUNITY PARK

MONTICELLO 2040 VISION + PLAN
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HAMLIN MARSH PARK AND TRAIL CONCEPT

HAMLIN MARSH COMMUNITY
PARK SEARCH AREA &
TRAILHEAD

EXHIBIT 6.10
Mississippi River

This search area (the areas of the City
the park could be located) is located in
the eastern-most extent of Monticello’s
growth area, including a portion of the
County Ditch 33 drainage area. Ditch 33
has a history of flooding, and has created
an extensive wetland marsh in this area,
even backing up into areas south of I-94.
This has created a high-value
natural
Legend
environment. This area provides options
for different park or pathway locations.
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PELICAN LAKE COMMUNITY PARK CONCEPT

PELICAN LAKE COMMUNITY
PARK SEARCH AREA

EXHIBIT 6.11

Pelican Lake is a large, shallow water
resource that provides waterfowl and
fish habitat, and is being managed
for increased waterfowl production in
the future. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has acquired a large site on
the north shore of the lake, as well
as other acquisitions along the shore
to the south. The State of Minnesota
is working toward a project that will
Legend
reduce water levels to enhance the
lake’s waterfowl production. Hunting
will be a major activity in this area
during migration periods.
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EDMONSON GREENWAY CONCEPT

EDMONSON GREENWAY
COMMUNITY PARK
SEARCH AREA

EXHIBIT 6.12

Passing north of County Highway 37
to the west, the greenway encounters
a wetland and pond system flanking
Edmonson Avenue (County 117). This
area is characterized by a wide variety
of environments, from woodlands, to
shoreland, to open land, to an area of
hillside cedar trees. The greenway path
is programmed to Legend
wind its way through
this area, crossing Edmonson where it
splits the extensive linked ponds east
and west.
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OP EN SPACE AND
R ES OURC E CONSERVAT I ON
Open Space resources and natural habitat play an important role in the ecosystem
surrounding Monticello. The City of Monticello has recognized that natural
resources are important components of everyday life and require conscientious
management to ensure their existence and value into the future. Natural resources
provide habitat for a variety of wildlife and areas for people to enjoy nature, as
well as help in stormwater management, improve air and water quality, and in
shaping Monticello’s identity. This plan updates policies regarding the preservation
and conservation of natural resources in and around Monticello. The information
for this section of the chapter is supplemented by information from the 2008
Natural Resource Inventory and Assessment.
Moving forward, this comprehensive plan identified the following priority open
space and resource conservation objectives and actions.
•

Promote and protect the Mississippi River.

•

Protect the City’s water resources.

•

Consider opportunities to preserve the open space resource throughout the
City and MOAA.

•

Prepare a Natural Resource Management Plan for the City’s park and
pathway system .

Land Cover Classifications
As part of the City’s Natural Resource Inventory and Assessment (NRI/A) in
2008, the Minnesota Land Cover Classification System (MLCCS) was used to
inventory and classify the land cover features within Monticello and the Orderly
Annexation Area. Findings from this study are described below and included
here for reference.
Land cover in Monticello and the MOAA is a combination of developed and natural
lands that includes a variety of planted and maintained land, forested land,
shrublands and water features.

MONTICELLO 2040 VISION + PLAN

TABLE 6.1: MONTICELLO LAND COVERAGE
Land Coverage Categories

Acreage

Non-Natural Land Cover
(Developed, planted or
otherwise maintained)

Natural and
Semi-Natural Land

5,856 (57.7%)

4,283 (42.3%)

Land Coverage Type

Acreage

Planted and
maintained Land

4,486
(44.2%)

Developed Land

1,370
(13.5 5)

Herbaceous Land

1,669
(16.5%)

Forests and Woodland

1,471
(14.5%)

Shrublands and
Sparse Vegetation

178
(1.8%)

Approximately 57.7 percent (5856 acres) of Monticello and the MOAA are classified as
non-natural land cover which includes developed, planted or otherwise maintained
land. Of these lands approximately 44.2 percent or 4,486 acres are considered planted
and maintained. This includes a majority of agricultural lands including hayfields,
soybeans, corn, and wheat. It also includes areas of mowed vegetation such as those
found along roads or highways. The remaining 13.5 percent or 1,370 acres is classified
as developed land.
The remaining 42.3 percent of land (4,283 acres) is considered natural and semi-natural
land cover types. Of these lands approximately 16.5 percent or 1,669 acres are considered
herbaceous land cover. This includes many natural and semi-natural landscapes such
as dry prairie, wet meadows, cattail marshes, mixed emergent marshes, and non-native
dominated grasslands and wetlands. Approximately 14.5 percent or 1,471 acres of these
lands are considered forests and woodland areas. These include oak forests, maplebasswood forests, floodplain forests, lowland hardwood forests, and mixed hardwood
swamps. The natural woodland communities are predominantly oak woodland-brushlands.
One eastern red cedar woodland exists near the Xcel Energy facility.
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LAKES, WETLANDS, CREEKS AND WATER BODIES
Shrublands and sparse vegetation cover types accounted for the remaining land
cover. The shrublands include approximately 1.8 percent or 178 acres of willow
swamps. The remaining area includes sparse vegetation cover comprised only
0.04 percent or 4.6 acres.
There are approximately 9.5 percent, or 960 acres of water features exist
throughout the area. These include the many lakes and ponds around Monticello
and the Mississippi River.

MISSISSIPPI RIVER
Monticello’s location along the banks of the Mississippi River provides
immeasurable value for its residents. The River provides significant natural
features and helps shape the identity of Monticello as a Mississippi river town.
It provides habitat for the resident trumpeter swan population; City parks and trails
area spread along the riverfront and passive enjoyment of the River exists
at numerous locations. Monticello is located on both Great River Road and the
Mississippi River Trail, which allows riverfront access to residents and visitors
looking for a Mississippi River experience.
Wild and Scenic Recreational River, Floodplain and Floodway Designations
In Monticello, the Mississippi River is designated as a Wild and Scenic
Recreational River. The purpose of this designation is to protect and preserve
the scenic, recreational, natural and historical values of the Mississippi River.
The City’s floodplain and floodway designations also apply to the Mississippi
River corridor. These designations are implemented through the City’s Zoning
Ordinance, which regulates development in Monticello’s flood hazard areas
subject to periodic inundation.

The public waters of Monticello are classified consistent with the criteria found in
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and the Protected Waters Inventory
Map for Wright County. The area surrounding Monticello contains numerous lakes
and water features including the Bertram Chain of Lakes, Pelican Lake, Edmonson
Road Wetlands, Otter Creek and numerous unnamed water features.
Pelican Lake Watershed
Pelican Lake is a shallow lake that provides significant habitat for a variety of
wildlife and waterfowl. The lake is isolated with no naturally occurring outlet. Due
to this, fluctuating water levels on the lake have been an issue for the area and for
residents south of the lake. The DNR is seeking long term solutions to this issue.
Shoreland District
A shoreland protection district is in effect for certain water bodies within
Monticello. Since the uncontrolled use of shorelands has the potential to affect
the public health and safety of the population, the City has authority to regulate
these lands through this ordinance with the purpose of preserving and enhancing
surface water quality, conserving the economic and environmental values of
shorelands, and allow for the use of water and nearby land resources.
Otter Creek
Otter Creek is considered a protected watercourse in the City of Monticello and is
an important source of drainage from the Bertram Chain of Lakes to the Mississippi
River. Otter Creek is also identified on the Protected Waters Inventory Map for
Wright County and is classified as a “tributary stream.” Policies to promote its
protection are included in this chapter.

FORESTS AND WOODLANDS
The City and MOAA contain approximately 1,020 acres of forest and woodland land
cover types. There are significant oak forests within project area as well as variety
of other forest types including maple-basswood, floodplain forests and lowland
hard forests. Monticello will seek to protect forested areas and tree resources as
they provide a valuable environmental benefit.

Otter Creek Park, Source: City of Monticello
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Note: This exhibit is for reference only and does not represent an official wetland, shoreland or floodplain delineation. The city maintains
separate official maps and documents realted to these delineations. Please contact the City for more information.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS MAP
EXHIBIT 6.13
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Front Street Park, Source: City of Monticello
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PARKS, PATHWAYS A N D O P E N S PAC E G OALS
Listed below are the Parks, Pathways and Open Space goals which were informed by the Community Vision. For the complete set of policies and strategies for the goals refer to the
Implementation Chapter.

GOAL 1: CITY PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS
Maintain and enhance a City park and recreation system with a wide range of parks and recreational facilities that provide opportunities for active and passive recreation,
healthy lifestyles, access to wildlife and nature, and reflects the community’s value for a world-class park system and variety of recreational experiences. The City will strive
to provide superior park and recreational opportunities for all residents and visitors.

GOAL 2: CITY TRAIL AND PATHWAY NETWORK
Achieve a continuous, complete and connected City pathway system of trails, greenways and sidewalks that knit the City together through its neighborhoods, parks,
schools, open spaces, and commercial and employment centers and serve both a transportation and recreation function, and education service in Monticello.

GOAL 3: BERTRAM CHAIN OF LAKES REGIONAL PARK
Continue to recognize the Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park as the crown jewel of the Monticello parks and open space system, maintained as permanent open space
while providing passive and active recreation opportunities, habitat protection and ecological value to the community and region.

GOAL 4: MISSISSIPPI RIVER
A protected Mississippi River embraced as one of the defining features of Monticello that provides locations for recreation and passive enjoyment.

GOAL 5: OPEN SPACE AND RESOURCE CONSERVATION
Protect and preserve the natural open space system that provides Monticello’s “Open Space Frame”, recognizing that the significant elements of this system include
the Mississippi River, Bertram Chain of Lakes and Montissippi Regional Parks, and the network of parks, private open spaces, natural areas and trails in Monticello.
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