CHELSEA COMMONS
Small Area Plan (SAP)

PARC Recommendation: 9/23/21

SAP ORIGIN & PROCESS
• What is a Small Area Plan
• Project Genesis
• Site Context
• Relationship to Other Plans
• Monticello 2040 Plan
• Plan Outcomes
• Public Meetings & Workshops

The Chelsea Commons Small Area Plan is created to reimagine the potential
development of a prominent land area in the core of Monticello. Chelsea Commons
will be an exceptional neighborhood in which to live, work and play. The Plan
combines a varied mix of commercial services, residential living opportunities, and
public open space amenities. Chelsea Commons is centered on a significant
recreational water feature and surrounded by a series of interconnected public
spaces for discovery. The Plan is designed to inspire exceptional private
development that values and builds on these distinctive public areas. Chelsea
Commons will be a magnet for the Monticello community and beyond.

PLAN VISION

GOALS
•

Chelsea Commons is a joint public-private venture.

•

Chelsea Commons is a complete environment in which to live, work, and recreate.

•

The Commons is a place that invites all members of the Monticello community and beyond to patronize its
businesses and enjoy its open space features, both active and passive.

•

Chelsea Commons will present a distinct set of amenities within Monticello’s larger park system.

•

A wide range of uses are supported and encouraged.

•

Higher intensity of land usage will have the beneficial effect of helping realize the feasibility of the amenities planned
for the public spaces.

•

Chelsea Commons is envisioned to host a variety of housing and commercial uses that promote high levels of
employment and consist of or support hospitality and recreational uses.

•

A landscaping model reflecting Minnesota’s biomes will guide public and private spaces and their landscape design.

•

Paramount will be the intention and ability to both value and take advantage of the public space
investments that comprise the central focus of Chelsea Commons’ design.

CHELSEA COMMONS SMALL AREA PLAN | FINAL CONCEPT PLAN

PLAN ELEMENTS
• Preferred Design Concept
• Plan Evolution
• Final Concept Plan
• Unifying Elements & Contributions
• Plan Landscaping | Biome Form
• Plan Implementation
• Vignettes & Visual References
• Appendices: Project Feasibility

PLACE WITHIN COMMUNITY
• Fulfills a need for parkland for existing
neighborhoods in the community.
• Pathway system will link directly into the larger
system identified within the Pathway Connections.
• Incorporates continued emphasis on community
culture and authenticity.
• Fits into the fabric of the City’s significant
investments in its downtown, and in the Bertram
Chain of Lakes Regional Park.
• A central component of Monticello’s vision, and how
it sees itself into the future – sustainable,
prosperous, healthy – fostering a sense of belonging
and connection.

WHAT’S NEXT?
• Review Process
• Naming
• Implementation

RECOMMENDATION
Motion to recommend approval of a Comprehensive Plan Amendment for adoption of the
Chelsea Commons, with those revisions as recommended by the Parks, Arts and
Recreation Commission.

